
Achievement at River Valley School 

 

Literacy is the foundation of school success, and something that receives significant attention at River Valley 
School.  It starts in Kindergarten building on the vital work done by parents in those early years, focusing on an 
exposure to wonderful books, and the joy to be found in listening to a story well told.  Experimenting with print 
moves into the telling of their own stories, which capture both their imagination and ours as well.  Students 
continue to build their literacy skills as they grow, progressing from storyboard writing in the earliest grades, to 
Middle School students writing, illustrating and sharing stories, poems, essays and more. The daily 02 Time 
block continues to provide the time for intense focus on both the areas of reading and writing, as the basis for 
academic success.  

 

Mathematics work is also key to moving learning forward, and we are tackling that from a variety of angles.  
This includes innovative strategies, working with some of our in-house numeracy experts, and accessing divi-
sion office support as they build a Mathematics Framework to support our work.  It also includes a universal 
Mathematics assessment called the MIPI (Math Intervention Programming Instrument), that each student 
worked through in the Fall. 

 

Assessment of our progress in these areas is supported by the use of various tools, which tell us specifically 
how each and every student is doing, and how we can help them do better.  In reading we use something 
called a Jerry Johns assessment to help us determine where students are at, as well as the HLAT (Highest 
Level of Achievement Test) that focuses on writing.  The CESD Literacy Framework then provides numerous 
strategies to help teachers with strategies to move students forward.  As noted above, the MIPI and Mathemat-
ics Framework provides similar data and support in the area of numeracy.  We use all this data to determine 
programming from the beginning of the year for each student, and continue to assess throughout the year to 
determine next steps.  Collaboration days continue to be used to examine research based strategies to  help 
each student (both strong and struggling) move forward to reach their academic potential. 02 Time and collab-
orative days are integral to helping us personalize learning for kids, and we appreciate the support provided at 
home as well with bedtime stories, counting out the cutlery when setting the table, working on those multiplica-
tion tables, and modeling a love of literacy yourself – thank you!    

 
 

Cheers, 

Leslie Cooper-Shand 

Principal 
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                       March 07, 2025 
                       Collab Day 
                       No Students 

           March 17, 2025 
   Green Day  

                  
                      

            March 21, 2025 
PD Day 

       No Students 
 

Pink Shirt Day 

We watched the movie “Kung Fu Panda” at 
RVS last week to facilitate great kindness 

conversations! 



Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

3 Day 8 4 Day 1 5 Day 2 
 
Subway Day 
 
Farm Safety 
Presentations Kind 
to Gr 6 

6 Day 3 
 
Farm Safety  
Presentations  
Kind to Gr 6 
 
School Council  
Family Movie Night 
Onward @ 6:30PM 
RVS Gym 
Doors open @ 6:00PM 

7 
 
PD Day 
No Students 

10 Day 4 
 
 
 
 

11 Day 5 
 
Pizza Day 
 
 

12 Day 6 
 

13 Day 7 
 
 
 

14 Day 8 

17 Day 1 
 
Green Day 
 
Gr4/5 Choir  
Kiwanis Olds 
 
Parent Teacher  
Interviews 

18 Day 8 
 
School Council 
4:00PM 
Gr 7/8 Band 
Kiwanis Olds 
 
Parent Teacher  
Interviews 

19 Day 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Teacher  
Interviews 

20 Day 2 
 
Youth Mental Health 
Clinic 
 
 
 

21  
 
PD Day 
No Students 
 
Gr 4 & Gr 7  
Parents Alberta 
Ed Survey Due 
 
 
 
 
 

24 Day 3 25 Day 4 

 

 

26 Day 5 
 

 

27 Day 6 
 

 

28 Day 7 

 

 

31 Day 8 
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Well done Science Fair Participants! This year RVS had 36 projects and 50 students 
involved! Those who placed in the top have been invited to attend the next county level 
Science Fair in Olds. Good Luck! Please make sure your MSTS Science Fair Forms 
are submitted online if you plan to attend.  
 

Participants 

Grade 1 Biman Weerasekara: Parts of the Tree 

  Eli Newsham: Volcano 

Grade 2 Emmie Allison: Soap 

Grade 3 Heili Weerasekara: Lava Lamp 
              Tina Trinh: Boat Toy on Water 
              Olive Urlacher and Ruth Rock: Bird Buffet 
              Eliana Austin-Bergen: Markers 
    Hendrix Reicker and Maisie Reicker :Lava Lamp 

 
Honorable Mentions  
Grade 1 Delia Ritchie: Exploring Frozen Differences: Freshwater Ice vs Seawater Ice 

Grade 2 Soren Jensen: The Venom 

Grade 3 Grayer Fancie: How do Sharks Float? 
    Lennon Kelway-Mjolsness: Can Mars Support Human Life? 
    Huckleberry Hus and Gr 1 Arlo Hus: The Microbiology of Our Home 
Grade 4 Jayla Hughes-Jackson: The Claw 
   Isabelle Brink and Rebecca Blackhurst: How Do Figure Skates Work on Ice? 
Grade 5 Allison Bontilao and Given Grace Gozum: Waterfall 
   Zachary Zloty and Yenuka Indrapala: Hand held Vacuum 
Grade 7 Elizabeth Ebelher: How do Airplanes Fly! 
Grade 8 Emma Anderson: Physics of Skateboarding 

 
Second Place 

Grade 1 Jude Shippy: How Wheels Change Color Champion: What’s the Best Water 
Temperature? 

Grade 3 Beau Gleeson: Concussions: The Risk of Impact! 
   Piper Free: Shaky Skies: The Science of Skyscrapers 
Grade 4 Alaya Myette: Life of a Side Boom 
   Piper Storey and Harmony Hannah: Eww Germs! 
Grade 5 Maeve Petersen and Violet Phillips: Can you change budgies color? 

Grade 7 Julie Murphy and Elizabeth Downey: Eggsperiment 
Grade 8 Jillian Dumas: OH NOO! (Our Habits Nullify Our Oceans!) 
 
First Place 

Grade 1 Miller Forster and Sawyer Forster: The Centrifugal Force-ter Boys 

Grade 2 Jack Brenneis: How much heat is needed to open pine cones? 

Grade 3 Adara Myhr: Secrets of the Venus Flytrap  
Grade 4 Katelyn Hope and Everly Zinter: What Materials Conduct Electricity? 

Grade 5 Stuart Juke: All about Catapults 

Grade 6 Aida McSeveny: How was Mount Taranaki formed? 

Grade 7 Zeme Eyike: Animal’s Adaptation to Pollution  
Grade 8 Brooklyn Butts and Jamay Boulton: FireIce 



Ready, Set, Go! 
Welcome to Online Kindergarten  
Registration!  
 
Chinook’s Edge will be accepting Online Kindergarten 
Registrations starting January 6, 2025 for the  
2024-2025 school year. Please visit our website at 
www.cesd73.ca for Kindergarten information! 

 

 

* Fall Planning is already starting - please register 
ASAP! 

Spelling Bee 2025 Champs 
Teagan R. Allison B. Issabella Z. 

Gr. 7 Popsicle Stick  
Bridge Building 

http://www.cesd73.ca
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Nutrition Grant 
We are again this year using a 
Nutrition Grant to provide milk 

and/or milk and cereal  
to students once a month. 



Alberta Education Assurance Survey 
 

Parents of Gr 4 and Gr 7 students will be provided with access codes and survey information this week. 
Please take a moment to complete this important document (survey closes March 21, 2025) that helps 

us to develop school plans to make River Valley education even better—Thank You! 





Middle School Academic Awards 

Gr 8 RVS students at Youth Try A Trade Day 

Olds College 

RVS Boys Basketball 

River Valley School 2025 Science Fair 



Gr 2 is 100 Days Smarter 

Math Challenge: Students were given $100.00 to 
spend wisely at the store buying all the food groups 

from their health  

lessons. 

Writing Challenge: What do you want to do before 
you are 100 and why? 

Gr 5 Curling, Cue Bots and Buffalo Kits 

 



Chess + Checkers Club (above) 

Gr 7 Popsicle Stick Bridge Building (below) 

Gr 8 Renaissance Fair 




