
Developing Citizenship Skills… 

 
Citizenship is the opportunity, right and responsibility to contribute to shaping the world around us and to pro-
vide service to others.  It is one of the essential outcomes of the Social Studies curriculum, but it is undeniable 
that these capacities are important far beyond one specific subject area.  Our recent reality around the global 
pandemic has demonstrated that we can come together in times of need- even when we may disagree on 
some things - and continue to treat one another with compassion and respect.   

 
We know that teaching citizenship is a team effort, and that you, as parents/grandparents/coaches/neighbors 
have taught them important lessons, like being kind to others, being generous and so on.  We see it.  The new 
student gets asked to join a game of tag, the missing mitten has a grade of super sleuths on the hunt, some-
one without a lunch is offered support.  As a staff we are grateful for this work you do, and in trusting us to con-
tinue with this guidance, working together to help all our kids become even more amazing human beings.  

 

That said, we recognize that not everyday is full of rainbows and unicorns for everyone. There are instances in 
school where kids behave rudely to one another, can be mean, or may even bully or be the victim of bullying. 
Please know that we do take these incidents seriously and we encourage children to come forward as soon as 
possible—be it to their teacher, recess supervisor, or administrator, to talk to us when things go sideways. The 
more quickly we hear about something the more timely and accurate information we can gather. We work hard 
to help all students grow their skills when it comes to getting along with others. Check out this article which 
does a great job clarifying different layers of misbehavior:  

 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/bullying_b_2188819 

 
Thank you to everyone for your continued support of the school on this educational journey. The staff at River 
Valley wishes everyone a safe and healthy Christmas season, and we look forward to continuing the learning 
adventure in the New Year.  

 

Sincerely, 

Leslie Cooper-Shand 

Principal 

River Valley School 

 c
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                  December  12 
                  Middle School Dance 
                  6:00 to 8:30PM 
 

                   
                  December 18 
                  Kindergarten to Gr 2 
                  Christmas Concert 
               
 

                   
                  December 16 to 20  
                  Carol Sing in RVS Gym 
                  See Schedule 
                   
 

 

Land Recognition 

We acknowledge that we work, live and play on the ancestral and traditional lands of the Treaty 6 and Treaty 7 na-
tions. We acknowledge the many First Nations, Metis and Inuit whose footsteps have marked these lands for gener-
ations.  We are grateful for the traditional Knowledge Keepers and Elders who are still with us today and those who 
have gone before us. We recognize the land as an act of reconciliation and gratitude to those whose territory we 
reside on.  
Click here for the CESD Land Acknowledgement  video R
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https://www.huffpost.com/entry/bullying_b_2188819
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BzcNC0oaLxP2c6CIBwx-8RNYILhAy38Q/view
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

2 Day 1 3 Day 2 
 
Subway Day 

4 Day 3 
 
Gr 6 to 12  
Band Concert  
Sundre High School 
7:00PM 

5 Day 4 6 Day 5 
 
Last Day to drop off 
food items for Sundre 
Santas 

9 Day 6 
 
Pizza Orders Due 
Online 

10 Day 7 11 Day 8 12 Day 1 
 
Middle School Dance 

13 
 
Non Instructional Day 
No Students 

16 Day 2 
 
Carol Sing RVS Gym  
 
Hot Chocolate: 
Gr 8 and KC 

17 Day 3 
 
Carol Sing RVS Gym   
 
Hot Chocolate: 
Gr 3 and KA + KB 
 
 
School Council 4PM 

18 Day 4 
 
Carol Sing RVS Gym  
 
Hot Chocolate: 
Gr 4 and Gr 5 
 
 
Pizza Day 
 
Kind to Gr 2  
Christmas Concert 

19 Day 5 
 
Carol Sing RVS Gym 
 
Hot Chocolate: 
Gr 2 and Gr 6 
 
 
Youth Mental Health  
Clinic 

20 Day 6 
 
Carol Sing RVS Gym  
 
Hot Chocolate: 
Gr 1 and Gr 7 
 
 
Xmas Dress Up Day 
Last Day Classes 

23 
 
Christmas Break 
December 23, 2024 
to 
January 5, 2025 
No Students 
No Staff 

24 25 26 27 

30 31 1 2 3 

 

 





Your child’s success is important! 
 

We want to partner with you to build that success. One key action you can take is helping your 
child attend school regularly.  
 

Research tells us that when children are in school at least 90% of the time - including in the 
early years - there is a direct impact on their success in school in all of the grades.  
 

Attendance  matters  

Important Dates to remember...  

December 12, 2024 Middle School Dance 

December 18, 2024 Kindergarten Grade 1 and 2 Christmas Concert 

December 23, 2024 to January 3, 2025 Christmas Break 

January 6, 2025 Students return to school 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT  IN FORMAT ION  

Please note that all students are required to stay on property during the school day including lunch recess. 
 
In rare circumstances a student may leave property on their own after a staff member has spoken to/received permis-
sion from a parent. 
 
This is one of many ways we keep students supervised, safe and secure while at school—thanks for your help with 
this. 
 



River Valley School 
Remembrance Day Ceremony 

 

Metis Week 
Tipi Teachings 

Finger Weaving 

Lego Club!! 
Mrs. Cooper-Shand  
with Gr 2 students 

starting off their brick building adventures! 



Volleyball Wrap Up 
Students vs. Staff 

 

Scott Hammell  
Presentation for RVS and SHS 

 

Gr 7 
Decking the RVS 

Halls! 
 








