
Surrounded by River Valley Values… 
 
Our values shape our characters, and this is particularly true when we think of our youth.  Students spend 
much of their waking day at school, so the values that surround them here are a driving force behind who they 
become!  What do we believe at River Valley?   
 
We believe in developing the whole child, which includes the physical, social, emotional and academic parts of 
themselves.  We want kids to know who they are, and to define themselves as worthy individuals regardless of 
the challenges they face or the strengths they have.  When they are doing their best, they are the best they 
can be, and it is enough.  We want them to recognize and respect this in others as well. 
   
Our values parallel those of the Chinook’s Edge Mission and Vision statements, wherein we work hard to en-
gage, challenge and encourage every student, so they will become the citizens we need both today and tomor-
row.   
 
To support us with this goal, we receive feedback from a variety of sources.  The division has developed a 
number of ‘Matters’ committees, which all include RVS and Sundre representatives.  Each ‘Matters’ meeting 
has a set agenda with specific topics geared to supporting students in schools.   
 
Taylor Johnson and Rhett Bartholow are Middle School students who share the views of peers with other stu-
dents in the division, when they attend the Students Matters meetings.  The RVS reps for a new committee 
called Indigenous Student Matters is also Taylor Johnson. Veteran Grade 1 teacher Mrs. Brandsgard attends 
the Teachers Matters meetings and returns to the school community to share her learning. On our Support 
Staff Matters committee, Ms. Logan meets with other professionals to discuss ways to better support students.  
The Parents Matters committee was re-established by Division Office last year and at recent meetings School 
Council members Wendy Murphy and Tara Homa  have attended as Sundre representatives in order to pro-
vide a parent perspective.  A big thanks to these parents for working with this committee! 
   
A great opportunity to share your perspective directly with the school and to learn about more that’s going on 
in the building is through attending our School Parent Council meetings, which are generally every third Tues-
day of the month, and details regarding time and platform are shared via School Messenger, Facebook and on 
the RVS website.  We would love to have you connect with us through this forum!  If that’s not possible but you 
would like to receive minutes from the meeting you can connect with the Chair Wendy Murphy at rvsschool-
council@gmail.com  This past month I presented on the book Sparked (by Jonathan Fields), which all staff are 
reading to facilitate a better understanding of our students as well as consider more deeply how this may play 
out in regard to career connections work - links to a fun profile test that staff completed as well as slides that 
summarize the book will be shared in the meeting minutes :) 

 
It is in coming together to share, teach and learn that we can best support all our children. 
 
Cheers, 
Leslie Cooper-Shand 
Principal 
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                       February 8, 2024 
                       Middle School  
                       Academic Awards 
                       Spelling Bee 
 

                 February 12, 2024 
                 RVS Science Fair 

                      

                    February 19—23, 2024 
     Winter Break/ 

                   Teacher’s Convention 

mailto:rvsschoolcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:rvsschoolcouncil@gmail.com


Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

   1 Day 1 2 Day 2 
 
Gr 5 Curling 

 

5 Day 3 
 
 
 

6 Day 4 
 
Gr1-4 Report sent home 
Gr 5-8 Report Cards 
available in PowerSchool 
 
Pizza Day 

7 Day 5 
 

8 Day 6 
 
Middle School Academic 
Awards 
Spelling Bee 
 
Gr 5 Curling 
 
Middle School Dance 
6:00 to 8:30PM 

 

9  
 
PD Day 
No Students 
 
 
Gr 7/8 Ski Trip forms and 
fees due 

12 Day 7 
 
Science Fair 
 
Subway Orders Close 

13 Day 8 
 

14 Day 1 
 
Red + White Day 

15 Day 2 
 
Gr 5 Curling 
 
Screenagers The Next 
Chapter 6:15PM RVS 
Library free for parents 

16 Day 3 
 
All Kindergarten Attend 

 

19 
 
Family Day 
Winter Break 
No Students No Staff 

20 
 
 
Winter Break 
No Students No Staff 

21 

 
 
Winter Break 
No Students No Staff 
 

 

22 
 
Winter Break 
Teachers’ Convention 
No Students No Staff 

23 
 
Winter Break 
Teachers’ Convention 
No Students No Staff 

26 Day 4 
 

27 Day 5 

 
School Council 4:00PM 

 
 

28 Day 6 
 
Pink Shirt Day 
 
Subway Day 
 

29 Day 7 
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Organizational Day Jan 31 - All staff were in the building, 
working at a variety of things including: 

 4 Seasons of Reconciliation - online Indigenous learning 
course 

 SEW -Social Emotional Wellness Training - for those 
who have missed it in earlier years 

 Screenagers  - previewing and determining teaching  
components 

 Instructional Leadership - 1:1 conversations to review 
teacher learning 

 Report Card preparation 
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Welcome to Online Kindergarten  
Registration!  
 
Chinook’s Edge Online Kindergarten Registrations 
are now open online starting for the 2024-2025 school 
year. Please visit our website at www.cesd73.ca  
for Kindergarten information! 

Ready, Set, Go! 

 

 

Gr 2  Lego Groupies Club!! 

 

Ready to Le’go of your old Lego? 

 

We would love donations so we 
can expand this club—thanks! 

http://www.cesd73.ca


 
Our Annual RVS Science Fair  

will be held on  
Monday February 12, 2024 

Students from K-8 are invited to 
enter a project 

For more information students 
please see Mr. West in 

Room 210 or parents 

email: newest@cesd73.ca   

Start thinking about your 
projects!! 

Community Sharing 

 

If you have events pertaining 
to school age children, please 

connect with Greenwood  
Neighborhood Place  

to have them added to  
Sundre On the Go  
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THINK PINK 
 
Pink shirt day in February has become a national day to show support for caring, respectful, safe and inclu-
sive school communities.  Further, Random Acts of Kindness week is also celebrated this month.  While we 
believe in educating in regard to these things year round, we will focus on these themes in more depth this 
month, and then wear our Pink Shirts to visibly show support and understanding of these ideals on  
February 28, 2024.  River Valley has focused for a number of years now on human curriculum goals that 
promote the non-traditional three R’s of social-emotional wellness:  reflection, relationships and resiliency.  A 
presentation to School Council from last year captures the significant work we have done as a school over 
the last number of years around social-emotional wellness, which you can review here:  
 
Social Emotional Wellness at RVS. 

Thank You AHS Dental for 
their visits in January  

with students in  
Kindergarten to Gr 2 

 

Thank you to our guest  
readers who helped make  

Literacy Day @ RVS  
a success! 

 

mailto:cbuck@cesd73.ca
file:///C:/Users/kolson/Desktop/Karen/Newsletters/2023_2024/Feb_2024/Summary of Social Emotional Wellness Work at RVS (1).pdf


Grade 7 Outdoor Ed 

QUINZEE BUILDING 
 
FLY LURE TYING 
 
Thank You Tamra Dickau for volunteering your time and  
materials for a great experience! 



X-COUNTRY SKIING 










