
Developing Citizenship Skills… 
 
Citizenship is the opportunity, right and responsibility to contribute to shaping the world around you 
and to provide service to others.  It is one of the essential outcomes of the Social Studies curriculum, 
but it is undeniable that these capacities are important far beyond one specific subject area.  Our re-
cent reality around the global pandemic has demonstrated that we can come together in times of 
need- even when we may disagree on some things - and continue to treat one another with compas-
sion and respect.   
 
We know that teaching citizenship is a team effort, and that you have taught them important lessons, 
like being kind to others - on the bus, playground and in the school setting.  We see it.  The new stu-
dent gets asked to join a game of tag, the missing mitten has a grade of super sleuths on the hunt, 
someone without a lunch is offered support.  As a staff we are grateful for this work you do, and in 
trusting us to continue with this guidance, working together to help all our kids become even more 
amazing human beings.  
 
That said, we recognize that not everyday is full of rainbows and unicorns for everyone. There are 
instances in school where kids behave rudely to one another, can be mean, or may even bully or be 
the victim of bullying. Please know that we do take these incidents seriously and we encourage chil-
dren to come forward as soon as possible—be it to their teacher, recess supervisor, or administra-
tor, to talk to us when things go sideways. The more quickly we hear about something the more 
timely and accurate information we can gather. We work hard to help all students grow their skills 
when it comes to getting along with others. Check out this article which does a great job clarifying 
different layers of misbehavior:  
 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/bullying_b_2188819 
 
Thank you to everyone for your continued support of the school on this educational journey. The 
staff at River Valley wishes everyone a safe and healthy Christmas season, and we look forward to 
continuing the learning adventure in the New Year.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Leslie Cooper-Shand 
Principal 
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Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
 

   1 Day 1 
 

4 Day 2 5 Day 3 
 
 
 
 
Pizza Day 

6 Day 4 
 
AHS Grade 1  
Vaccinations 

7 Day 5 
 
Middle School  
Christmas Dance 
Gr 6-8 
6:00– 8:30PM 

8 
 
Non Instructional Day  
No Students 
No Staff 
 
 

11 Day 6 
 
 
 
 
Subway orders close 

12 Day 7 
 
 

13 Day 8 
 
Band Concert Gr6-12 
7:00PM @ 
Sundre High School 

14 Day 1 15 Day 2 
 

18 Day 3 
Carol Sing 
KC & Gr 8 
Hot Chocolate 

19 Day 4 
Carol Sing 
KA/KB & Gr 5 
Hot Chocolate 
 
School Council 4:00PM 

20 Day 5 
Carol Sing 
Gr 3 & Gr 4 
Hot Chocolate 

 
Kind—Gr 2 Christmas 
Concert 6:30PM RVS 
Gym 
Subway Day 

21 Day 6 
Carol Sing 
Gr 2 & Gr 6 
Hot Chocolate 

22 Day 7  
Carol Sing 
Gr 1 & Gr 7 
Hot Chocolate 
 
Christmas Theme Day 
Last Day before  
Christmas Break 

Growly Closed 
25 
 
Christmas Break 
No Students 
No Staff 

26 
 
Christmas Break 
No Students 
No Staff 

27 
 
 

28 
 
Christmas Break 
No Students 
No Staff 

29 
 
Christmas Break 
No Students 
No Staff 

December... 
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Parent Council Meeting 
December 19, 2023 

@ 4:00PM 
Babysitting available 

Welcome to Kindergarten! 
Beginning in January, Chinook’s Edge will be accepting  

Kindergarten registrations for the 2024-2025 school year.  
Children must turn five years old by December 31, 2024 to 

begin attending Kindergarten in the fall of 2024.  
 

Online registration will begin in early January – please visit 
our website at www.cesd73.ca for Kindergarten information, 

including the Chinook’s Edge schools that offer  
Pre-Kindergarten programming. 

 
Our Annual RVS Science Fair 
is back and will be held on  
Monday February 12, 2024 

Students from K-8 are invited 
to enter a project 

Information packages will be 
available before  

Winter Break 
For more information  
students please see  

Mr. West in 
Room 210 or parents email: 

nwest@cesd73.ca  
 

Start thinking about your 
projects!! 

Cleaning up for the new year? 
 

We would appreciate donations of 
magazines for arts & crafts projects. 

 
Please connect with the office if you 

have some you would like to  
drop off - thanks! 
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December 23 to 31, 2023 

January 1 to 7, 2024 

First Day Back January 8, 2024 

 

 
 
 

Thank You 
Sundre Aquaplex 

for their donation towards swim 
lessons for families in need in our 

community 

Thank You  
Everyone who supported our  

 Book Fair! 
We sold over $10,000 worth of 

products, which resulted in $400.00 
worth of library books & close to 

$2,000 in library profit—we are very 
appreciative of your support! 

http://www.cesd73.ca


RVS was happy to donate our 
gym space for the Legion to use 

for the community  
Remembrance Day Service 

Various classes are working on 
decorating gift card envelopes for  

Sundre Santas 
 

We really appreciate your generous donations to the Hopes + Dreams  
Food Campaign and the RVS Mitten Tree (socks, hats and scarves too) - 
all which support the Sundre Santas or other local charitable programs. 

Community Connections 
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Thanks to the  
Canadian Children’s Book Centre 
sponsored by TD Bank for a free 

book for every Gr 1 Student! 

The annual tradition of the students vs staff  
Volleyball season wrap up 



 
As a mom of four, I am always looking for some refreshing ideas around gifts and spending time together over the holidays.  I hope 
some of these ideas may help to make your season brighter! 
Cheers, 
Mrs. Cooper-Shand 
 
 
* A lovely list of “non-toy” gifts to give:  https://www.yourmodernfamily.com/non-toy/ 

* Look through baby pictures together, it will bring a smile to everyone’s face, and often some great stories are attached to those 
pics 

* Take interest in a video game your child is playing -  ask questions about the game, which character they like and why? What’s 
the goal? How do they level up? Watch your child light up as they describe it to you, and see the wonder through their eyes. 

* Focus on the positives - build an “awesome” jar starting Dec 1 and put little notes in the jar whenever you see them doing some-
thing positive, proactive, kind, etc. Then open the jar on New Years to both celebrate, and set some new goals as a family.  Keep 
this going throughout the year, and let everyone in the family write down things for the jar... siblings will start writing for siblings be-
cause they LOVE hearing the nice things they’ve done each week.  Good begets good. 

* Make a craft with your kids - there are so many cool ideas online of simple decorations and crafts you can do, and you can mar-
vel at their creations and get crafty yourself too… it’s a good excuse to sit down and spend time together.  Or if crafts aren’t your 
thing - bake with your kids - everyone loves a treat! 

Spending Time Together 
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Grade 6 Boys Volleyball team 

 

Mrs. Cooper-Shand kick starting her careers  
connections talk with Gr 8’s a prequel to her 1 on 1 

talks with each Gr 8 student 

https://www.yourmodernfamily.com/non-toy/


Various holiday festivities will be occurring throughout the building and in different class-
rooms. Stay tuned to your child's homeroom newsletter for information and specifics. Please 
note that while we do, on occasion, have school wide activities, for various reasons teachers 
may pick and choose what they feel is a good fit for their particular class, grade or division 
(eg, Middle School or Primary), and make a decision about participation. Factors that can 

impact this might be age level or timing in relation to academics/other activities for example. 
Please know that teachers work hard to ensure classes get to engage in some fun,  

just not always the same fun! 
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Staff engaged in significant collaborative work on 
November 24, focusing on developing supports for 
students in the areas of literacy, numeracy and so-
cial emotional wellness.  

This day also provided time to reflect on all we 
learned from families during parent teacher inter-
views, and how this might help us with teaching and 
learning. 

We appreciate the time taken to communicate with 
us about your child—thank you. 

What Happens on Collaborative Days 
Teachers were pleased to engage in close to 400 parent teacher interviews! 

 

Other great ways to be involved in your child’s education: 

 Check Google Classroom for updates on classwork 

 Follow PowerSchool (Gr 5 to Gr 8) 

 Submit record checks to school and volunteer when possible 

 Support your child in attending regularly 

 Stay connected to the teacher with any concerns 

 

Thank You! 
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Kindergarten weaving project based on the Metis sash 

Grade 4 Metis Week weaving  Volleyball Intramurals lunch of Champions 

River Valley School YES program 






